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AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  THE 


PASSED  JANUARY  18th,  1849. 


4 The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Seriate  and 
Assembly , do  enact  as  follows : 

Section  L The  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  York,  for  the 
time  being,  in  respect  to  his  office,  and  Washington  Irving, 
William  B.  Astor,  Daniel  Lord,  James  G.  King,  Joseph  G. 
Cogswell,  Fitz-Greene  Halleck,  Samuel  B.  Ruggles,  Sam- 
uel Ward,  Charles  A.  Bristed,  and  their  successors,  are 
hereby  created  and  declared  to  he  a body  corporate,  by  the  name 
and  style  of  “ The.  Trustees  of  the  Astor  Library ,”  by  which 
name,  they,  and  their  successors,  may  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and 
be  impleaded,  contract  and  be  contracted  with,  and  be  known  in 
all  Courts  and  places  whatever,  and  may  also  have  a common 
seal,  and  change  and  alter  the  same  at  pleasure. 

Section  2.  The  direction  and  management  of  the  affairs  of  the 
said  Corporation,  and  the  control  and  disposal  of  its  property  and 
funds,  shall  be  vested  in  the  said  Trustees  and  their  successors. 

The  number  of  such  Trustees  shall  be  eleven — and  they  are 
hereby  empowered : 

1st.- — To  receive  from  the  Executors  of  the  will  of  John  Jacob 
Astor,  as  recorded,  with  the  codicils  thereto  annexed,  in  the  office 
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of  the  Surrogate  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York,  the  sum  of 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  by  him  therein  bequeathed  for  the 
establishment  of  a Public  Library  in  said  city,  including  in  said 
sum  the  price  of  the  site  selected  for  the  said  library,  on  the  eas- 
terly side  of  La  Fayette  Place  in  said  city,  as  authorised  by  the 
said  testator : — which  site  with  its  appurtenances,  the  said  Cor- 
poration is  hereby  empowered  to  take  and  hold  in  fee  simple,  for 
the  purpose  of  the  said  Library,  and  on  condition  to  be  applied 
and  used  therefor. 

2d. — To  expend  a portion  of  the  said  sum,  not  exceeding  seven- 
ty-five thousand  dollars,  in  erecting  and  maintaining  upon  the  said 
site  a building  suitable  for  a Public  Library. 

3d. — To  expend  a further  amount,  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  in  the  purchase  of  Books,  Maps, 
Charts,  Models,  Drawings,  Paintings,  Engravings,  Casts,  Statues, 
Furniture,  and  other  things  appertaining  to  a Library  for  gen- 
eral use. 

4th — To  invest  the  residue  of  said  sum  of  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  as  a fund  for  paying  the  value  of  the  site  of  the  build- 
ing, and  for  maintaining  and  gradually  increasing  the  said  Library, 
and  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  taking  care  of  the  same, 
and  of  the  accommodation  of  persons  consulting  the  Library.  And 
in  case  the  income  of  the  fund  shall,  at  any  time,  exceed  the 
amount  which  the  said  Trustees  may  find  useful  to  expend  for  the 
purposes  above  named  and  particularized,  then  to  expend  such 
surplus  in  procuring  Public  Lectures  to  be  delivered,  in  connection 
with  the  Library,  upon  useful  subjects  of  Literature,  Philosophy, 
Science,  History  and  the  Fine  Arts,  or  in  promoting,  in  any  other 
mode,  the  objects  of  the  Institution  as  above  expressed. 

5th. — To  direct  the  expenditure  of  the  funds,  and  the  invest- 
ment, safe-keeping  and  management  thereof,  and  of  the  property 
and  effects  of  the  said  Corporation — also,  to  make  such  ordinances 


and  regulations,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  said  Trustees  may  think 
proper,  tor  the  good  order  and  convenience  of  those  who  may 
resort  to  the  Library,  or  use  the  same  : — to  make  such  by-laws  as 
may  be  necessary  and  convenient  in  conducting  the  business  of  the 
said  Corporation : — to  appoint,  direct,  control,  and,  at  their  pleasure, 
remove  a Superintendent  of  the  Library,  and  all  Librarians  and 
other  persons  necessary  to  be  employed  about  the  same  : — and  in 
general,  to  have  and  use  all  powers  and  authority  necessary  for 
promoting  the  objects  of  the  Institution,  as  expressed  in  the  said 
will  and  codicils  of  the  said  John  Jacob  Astor. 

Section  3.  The  said  Library  shall  be  accessible  at  all  reason- 
able hours  and  times,  for  general  use,  free  of  expense  to  persons 
resorting  thereto,  subject  only  to  such  control  and  regulations  as  the 
said  Trustees,  from  time  to  time,  may  exercise  and  establish  for 
general  convenience. 

Section  4.  All  investments  of  the  funds  of  the  said  Corporation 
shall  be  made  in  bonds,  secured  by  mortgage  of  productive  real 
estate,  or  in  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  States  of 
the  Union,  or  of  the  City  of  New  York,  or  portions  thereof  in  any 
of  those  modes,  except  that  in  the  investment  in  said  public  debts, 
preference  shall  be  given,  according  to  the  order  in  which  they 
are  hereinabove  named. 

Section  5.  The  said  Corporation  shall  be  subject  to  the  visita- 
tion of  any  Courts  of  Justice,  which  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be 
thereunto  empowered,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  and  redressing 
any  mismanagement,  waste,  or  breach  of  trust. 

Section  6.  The  said  Trustees  shall  elect  one  of  their  number 
to  preside  over  their  board,  who  shall  hold  such  office  during  their 
pleasure,  and  they  may  also  appoint,  and  at  any  time  remove,  a 
Secretary,  and  any  other  officers  which  their  business  may  require. 
The  acts  of  a majority  of  the  Trustees,  at  any  meeting,  duly  noti- 
fied according  to  the  by-laws,  shall  be  valid.  Any  vacancies  in 
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the  number  of  said  Trustees  occurring  by  death,  resignation,  inca- 
pacity, or  removal  from  this  State,  shall  be  filled  by  persons  to  be 
appointed  by  the  remaining  Trustees,  or  a majority  of  them,  except 
that  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  York,  during  his  continuance  in 
office,  shall  always  be  a Trustee. 

The  Trustees  shall  not  receive  any  compensation  for  their  servi- 
ces, except  that  if  any  one  of  their  number  shall  at  any  time  be 
Superintendent,  he  may  receive  compensation  as  such. 

Section  7.  The  said  Corporation  may  take  and  hold  any  addi- 
tional donations,  grants,  devises  or  bequests,  which  may  be  made 
in  further  support  of  the  said  Library,  or  the  Lectures,  or  literary 
and  scientific  objects  connected  therewith. 

Section  8.  The  property,  real  and  personal,  of  the  said  Corpora- 
tion shall  be  exempt  from  taxation,  in  the  same  manner  as  that  of 
the  other  incorporated  public  Libraries  of  this  State.  And  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  Trustees  to  effect  such  insurances  as  can  be 
obtained  upon  said  buildings  and  Library,  and  other  property, 
against  loss  by  fire  or  otherwise,  and  pay  the  expense  thereof  out 
of  the  fund  described  in  the  fourth  sub-division  of  section  second 
of  this  act. 

Section  9.  The  said  Trustees  shall,  in  the  month  of  January 
in  each  year,  make  a Report  to  the  Legislature  for  the  year  ending 
on  the  thirty-first  day  of  December  preceding,  of  the  condition  of 
the  said  Library,  of  the  funds  and  other  property  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, and  of  its  receipts  and  expenditures  during  such  year. 

Section  10.  If  any  debts  of  the  said  Corporation  lawfully  con- 
tracted, shall  not  be  paid  out  of  its  funds  when  due,  the  Trustees 
shall  be  individually  liable  for  such  funds  to  the  creditors,  in  such 
cases  and  to  such  extent  as  they  would  be  if  not  incorporated. 


BY-LAWS 


OF  THE 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  ASTOR  LIBR  ARY. 


OF  THE  MEETINGS  OF  THE  BOARD. 

I.  Until  otherwise  provided,  the  meetings  of  the  Board  shall  be 
convened  by  the  President.  Notices  of  the  meetings  addressed  to 
the  members  shall  be  left  at  their  respective  places  of  residence  or 
business  if  any,  within  the  City  of  New  York,  and  shall  be  ad- 
dressed by  mail  to  those  members  residing  within  this  State,  and 
out  of  the  said  City. 

II.  Regular  meetings  of  the  Board  shall  be  held  at  the  usual 
place  of  meeting,  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  every  month,  at  5 
o’clock,  P.  M.,  and  shall  be  convened  at  any  other  time  by  the  Se- 
cretary, upon  the  order  of  the  President,  or  the  request  of  any  two 
members  of  the  Board. 

In  case  of  the  absence  of  the  President,  the  members  present 
shall  elect  one  of  their  number  to  preside  at  such  meeting  in  his 

stead. 

III.  Six  members  shall  constitute  a quorum,  and  when  assem- 
bled at  the  hour  notified,  the  President  shall  take  the  chair. 

IV.  The  proceedings  of  the  Board  shall  be  conducted  in  the 
manner  usual  with  public  deliberative  bodies  in  this  State. 
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V.  The  President  shall  be  the  judge  of  order,  and  his  decision 
shall  be  submitted  to  without  debate.  An  appeal  may,  however, 
be  taken  to  the  Board,  who  shall  decide  it  without  debate. 

VI.  The  yeas  and  nays  on  any  motion  or  proceeding  shall  be 
entered  on  the  minutes,  on  the  call  of  any  member. 

OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

VII.  A Superintendent  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  hold  his 
office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board.  He  shall  have  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Library,  including  the  building  and  its  appurtenances, 
and  shall  generally  regulate  and  conduct  its  affairs,  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  Trustees. 

OF  THE  TREASURER. 

VIII.  A Treasurer  shall  be  appointed  to  hold  his  office  during 
pleasure,  who  shall  have  the  custody  of  the  securities  and  vouch- 
ers, and  keep  the  accounts,  and  who  shall  pay  such  bills  as  may 
be  audited  by  the  Board. 

All  checks  drawn  by  him  shall  be  countersigned  by  the  Presi- 
dent, or  such  other  Trustee  as  the  Board  may  appoint  for  that 
purpose.  The  Treasurer  shall  also  authenticate  any  contracts 
which  may  have  been  authorised  by  the  Board. 

of  the  Secretary. 

IX.  The  Secretary  shall  hold  his  office  during  pleasure,  who 
shall  record  all  transactions  of  the  Board. 

X.  The  Treasurer  shall  produce  the  Day-Book,  Check-Book 
and  Bank-Book,  duly  balanced  to  date,  at  every  stated  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Board,  for  its  examination,  and  his  accounts,  vouch- 
ers, and  all  the  securities  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  submitted,  at 
least  once  in  every  six  months,  to  an  Auditing  Committee,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  President. 


